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A bilingual English-Thai pronunciation guide: the English sounds Thai
speakers find hardest.

Alomsoaniduvdavnu avagu-Ing soudevmuiovagunaulngoanidavennnga

English - Ing | Sounds - Stress - Rhythm - Practice




ENDING SOUNDS

Say the Last Sound

donldgomemiksga

In Thai, only a few sounds can come at the end of a word. You know this from viasiazna: &, ¥ or ¢ at the end
sounds like a (wna), a at the end sounds like u (wdau), and W at the end sounds like U (wdau). English is different.
Every ending sound is heard: s, z, sh, ch, f, vand L

tumwlng @eomemilaluadey muuasidrananisISguUT Wu a g s NMefmoantdgvidu a (wina) a sanatdgvdu u (Ll
Au) ua: W aandovidu u (wdau) udmwidvaguliiuuuudu devldduidevimedinaldev wu s, z, sh, ch, f, v ua: |

So "bus” can sound like "but’, and "ball" can sound like "bon". The listener hears a different word! Finish every
word: keep the air moving for s, f and sh, and keep your tongue up for L.

AvUuA "bus’ o1PWoIKTaU "but’ uas "ball’ aWoikiau "uau” FWvasldguldunuazml! lheanidavmausu lasldsvauaan
datdovdiksuiden s, f, sh ua:vnuarwauua:kdowWuuuAoBaksuide |

Ending sounds / 1dgviigm

Say this ..and this Tip

wadd IR GELE]

Bus ends with a long hiss: sss. But stops sharply.

bus but . o . L
bus Mmemiidovau "sus" 810 9 du but Kgaldevnun
. . Let the s at the end of nice hiss like a snake.
hice night e
Udoeaidev s Mo nice tkDaulkauldewy
. . Hold the sss at the end of kiss.
kiss kit R,
a1ndev "s6s" Mom kiss B
Wash ends with a soft shhh, like "be quiet".
wash what e . .o
wash avmeaddg1den "sus" W1 9 IklounauuanlkiBau
leaf lea For leaf, top teeth touch your lip and air comes out: fff.
P A1 leaf IKWuuuLasSURAUIAETD wddWhay "Www"
Five ends with v: teeth on lip and buzz. Do not say "fai* or "fine".
five fine five avModlrgdon v Wuuula:suiunaoudiidsvdu agwadt ‘' ko
"fine"
For L, your tongue touches behind your top teeth and stays there.
bell Ben OF L yOUrmongue ot oeninay P Y
1dov L Uargautaskavwuuuudmv
Ball ends with L. Keep your tongue up at the end.
ball born oY S

ball avingdredev LonauAmvBasuieam

Practice: "The bus has a nice bell"

Wawa: 9n1dev s tum bus wa: nice wazdov L lum bell 1Ada
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CONSONANT CLUSTERS

Sounds That Stick Together

[FIOWIYBUzAdU

A cluster is two or three consonant sounds together, like st, scr or sks. Thai has some clusters at the start of a
word (ns, na, Ua, ws), but none with s, and none at the end of a word. So Thai speakers often add a little vowel
("sa-tore") or drop a sound ("des" for desks).

WdevndufaldevwdeyyusaavkSaanuidevnagGaAu U st, scr k3o sks mulnadmadunaiaaudumdn (as na Ja ws) udlui

o o

MAUNTUAUAIE a wazlubiFsvAdumedias aulnedvda@uas:iinil (‘a=-aoas") k$adauwiFevnv ("lda” unu desks)

- Do not add a vowel between the sounds. "School" has one beat, not two: school, not "sa-kool".
agduas:s:kIvIdgowdeyyus A1 "school’ Tavkd:ded lilgaavivkd: Ao school 1Ny "a:-na’

- Start with a long "sss" and slide straight into the next sound: sss-tore — store.

Budrgidev "sus’ 912 q udddatdndevaalunui wu svs-tore - store

- Say the r or Lin clusters clearly: "bread’, not "bed"; "play’, not "pay".

2on1dev r KSo L luAmAdUTKGa U "bread” Tl "bed” ua: "play” Wy "pay”

Clusters at the start / 1@gvndouduna

CEVALTS Not this Tip

wauuud Wuuud tndadu

One beat. Start with s and go straight to k.

school sa-kool N T
DVKI=IGEI (SUN S 1A Kk AU
Three sounds together: s-t-r. No vowel in between.
street sa-treet R N
awEdevdanu s-t-r lddas=Au
Hiss first: sss-tore.
store sa-tore e i
Mdev "s86" AdU UddCD tore
. Please has one beat. Police has two.
please police o S
please UpVKI:LOYD police UdDVIVKI:
Sport has one beat. Support has two.
sport support e N
sport UdvKI:lQ8d support UaavdvKI:
Say the rin bread.
bread bed yerme
oanLdov r lum bread
Say therin tree.
tree tea Y - .
oanLdov r lum tree
Say the lin play.
play pay

oondev L lum play
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Clusters at the end / 1dgvnouniam

CEVALTS Not this

wauuud Wlsuuud

Say every sound: d-e-s-k-s.

desks des o -
oonldevikAsunnldev d-e-s-k-s
End with d and then z: han-dz.
hands han . . N
avMearuIdev d 1araadie z
. . Finish with k.
milk mil .o
UYL k
i i -ed here sounds like t: jum-pt.
Jump J -ed luftoandsvtdu t
The s shows there is more than one. Always say it.
cats cat i . o o - N
S MYMUDNNTNINAIIKUL dovadnldavnnASL
Finish with s and t.
first fer

PUAIYIFD S uas t

Practice: "Please put the desks in the school street."

Wawa: ssivaghiduas:lu please, school, street uazaanidovme desks IkAsu
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TH

The Two TH Sounds

(Foo TH Avaovlluu

Thai has no th sound. The letters n and s are read like t, so Thai speakers often say "tink" for think and "dis" for
this. English has two th sounds.

muwlngludidev th @ n ua: s aandgvadie t Aulngdodawadn "AvA" unu think ua: "aa” unu this Mudvagudidev th dov
v

- To make th: put the tip of your tongue gently between your teeth and blow air. Look in a mirror: you should see
your tongue.

58rudev th: 2vUa18auLw o s:k3wwWuuutia:wuaw udswhauson asvdovns:an dovikularsauldnlos

+ Quiet th (no buzz): think, three, thank, mouth.

th wuuludu (Dudaw): think, three, thank, mouth

- Buzzing th (voice on): this, that, they, mother. Touch your throat and feel the buzz.

th uuudu (Gideviud1na): this, that, they, mother aavua:Ana 2:38n310Msau

TH pairs / gAndsv TH

Say this ..and this Tip

wamd Lzl tndaau

Tongue out for three. Tongue behind your teeth for tree.

three tree three WRUansaudiusanin tree lRauagkavWu
. . Blow air over your tongue: th-in.
thin tin . . 7 e
wWhauwWiudareau th-in
Do not tap your tongue. Let the air flow.
thank tank . b yourtong
og1as:linnau Uaaslkaulkaoon
. . Tongue between teeth for think, not behind them.
think sink ‘g e R,
think >1aus:=ko1vWu lWlsKkaowu
Finish mouth with your tongue out.
mouth mouse . . . =
PUAT Mouth axemsdudargausoanun
They has a buzzing th. Keep your tongue between your teeth.
they day v £ing 1, rieep your fong Y
they 10U th wuUdu 210aUS:KNVWUAIT
Buzz first, then open your mouth.
then den peny

rmdevaunau uddAsedn

Practice: "l think there are three things on this table."

dawa: Gularsausanuinnasonma th

British Learning Centre - Tricky English Sounds - English - Thai - 5



SOUND PARTNERS

Sounds That Get Mixed Up

FovRunduauiu

Some English sounds are missing in Thai, so they get mixed up with a Thai sound that is close. Here are four
common pairs.

w@evmudvaguuividevliilunmwing Svungnaonidoviluidevingnlndines dolulfadanwuuag

Vand W: Thai 2 is a w sound, and Thai has no v. For v, put your top teeth on your bottom lip and buzz. For w,
make your lips small and round, like a kiss, and do not touch your teeth.

VAU W: > lumwlngdadev w uazmulnglidFev v S1ksuldov v Ikovwuuuuusuiuinaowdsmidevdu dHudee w ik
KouAnaulan o tkidoudskaullAu uazwulluaSunUIn

Vand W / 1dgv V ua: W

Say this ..and this

wam MIEE

Teeth on lip for vest. Round lips for west.

vest west vest WuuassuiuIn west Kaurnnau
Feel the buzz on your lip in vet.

vet wet i e eny op
gd@ndivmisaunsuiuinlus vet

. . Bite your lip gently for vine.

vine wine - y_ p ¥ y,, o
AasSuWUIna1vWL o d1KksSu vine
Start very with a buzzing v, not 3.

very wary . R g
SUAN very Gxgidev v hdu Wl >
Van starts with teeth on lip.

van one oL _ .
van IsuaXawuuuLlassuRuInan
Lips round for wow, teeth on lip for vow.

VoW wWOow

wow Kauinnaw vow WutlasSuruin

R and L: in everyday Thai, s often becomes a. The English r is also different from Thai s: it does not roll. For r, curl
your tongue back a little and do not let it touch the top of your mouth. For |, touch the tip of your tongue behind
your top teeth.

R AU L: lumuwilnenwaAunalu s oanateu a uazidev r lumwidvaguilikiou s vavlng ws1:lusHhau &1ksuidsv r tkdouau
Uéwkavidnlos uazUarwauliuaswarudin @uidev L tkua1sauna:kaowuuu
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RandL /1d@gv Rua: L

CEVALTS ..and this

wam MIEE Y

For rice, your tongue touches nothing at the start.

rice lice e o
A1 rice aauBuauluua=oslsiag
. . Round your lips a little forr.
right light . Jorripsat
KoUuralanUagd1ksSuLdew r
Do not roll the r. Keep it smooth.
red led oy rolher heel
281$1au lKidgvyudallion
Tongue back for road, tongue up for load.
road load shisBea el e Bl
road auagaiuKkav load Uargaugnua:zKavwu
Say the rin grass clearly.
grass glass v o T
oon1dev r lum grass kda
Fry hasr. Fly has L
i Ry fry Didev r dou fly Didev L
The w in wrong is silent. Start with r.
wrong long N . L aa o
@ w luA wrong Taanidev KISUN r
Crown has r. Clown has L.
crown clown

crown GLdgv r @u clown Gidow L

SH and CH: Thai u is close to English ch, but Thai has no sh. For sh, push your lips forward and let the air flow out
softly, like "be quiet": shhh. For ch, stop the air first, then let it go: ch!

SH Au CH: @ s umwlnalndiAgvauideo ch lunmwdvagu udnmwlneliGidew sh &iksuidev sh kdudialudwokinudo
Udogauoantul q 812 ¢ kilounauuanlkBau "suy” duldev ch tkauauBnsu udrUdsgoanided

SH and CH / 1dgv SH ua: CH

Say this ..and this Tip

wadd asAd tndaau

Shis long and soft. Ch is short and sharp.

ship chip sh g1uazuu ch dunaskanuu

You can make shhh last a long time. You cannot do that with ch.
shoe chew - I .

dgv sh a1ng121d ud ch axngdllla

Start sheep with a soft shhh.
sheep cheap . -

(5UFN sheep A8EYY "vuL" W 9

. No stop at the start of share.

share chair L e

duf share ludmsauaw

Lips forward for shop.
shop chop duunludnokindrksud shop

Wash ends softly. Watch ends with a stop.
wash watch Y P

wash aulluULLY q watch suluuAuauy
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Say this ..and this Tip

ward LasAd ETE]

Hold the shhh at the end of wish.

wish witch LT
andev "suy" NMom wish b

Z and S: Thai has no z sound, so z often becomes s. They use the same mouth shape. S is only air. Z adds a buzz,
like a bee: zzz. Touch your throat: you should feel it buzz for z.

Z Au S: mwlneliiidew z Svunoanidavidu s nvaavidsvldsylinikioudu s Dudau du z Tidevduikbouiny "sus" aooua:n
no dluldev z 9:3dn31A0dU

ZandS /dgv Zua: S

Say this ..and this

wam MIEE

Buzz like a bee at the start of zoo.

Z0o Sue e m e x o
MidevautkiouvNAum zoo
c : Feel your throat buzz for zip.
zip sip .o e .
sdnfivasaunnatidawa zip
. . The vowel in prize is a little longer, and it ends with a buzz.
prize price o e s e L.
as:=lum prize g10ANE@AUDY LazavMeaddgduvdu
. Eyes ends with z.
eyes ice s
eyes avmyadgLdgw z
Buzz ends with a long zzz.
buzz bus cewrnatond
buzz avmaadradev z 91 9
Peas ends with a buzz. Peace ends with air.
peas peace e -
peas puQdYLduvaU peace dUAIYLFYLAU
. . Rise ends with z. Rice ends with s.
rise rice

rise avMeG8 z ddU rice avMuady s

Practice: "The red van is very wet, so wash the wheels at the zoo."

Aawa: s30Eev /1, v/w, sh/ch ua: z/s luls:Tond

British Learning Centre ' Tricky English Sounds - English - Thai - 8



VOWELS

Short and Long Vowels

as:idgvdulazas:dovend

Good news: Thai also has short and long vowels, like ® and 3, or @ and @. Use them! But English short vowels are

also more relaxed, and the mouth shape changes too. If you mix them up, "ship” becomes "sheep”.

dndAemuilngfdas:idovdunazidovend wWu d Au 3 Ko 9 Au g tkldAnwsildias! udas:idevaulumuidonguasKounatunin
uassuunadwaudre erduauau "ship’ (159) aznangilu "sheep” (unz)

- Long ee (sheep): smile wide and hold the sound, like 3.
as: ee 913 (sheep): Bundwudrarndeved ade d

+ Short i (ship): relax your mouth and keep it very short, like a quick .

as: i du (ship): UnWaunats aanidgvduunn Adne 5 15 q

+ Long oo (fool): round your lips and hold, like 9. Short u (full:: quick and relaxed, like 2.

as: oo 913 (fool): Kaunnauudranidev Ade  duds: u du (full: 1SuaWounats A1 9

Vowel pairs / aAdgvas:

CEVALTS ..and this

wamd Llazd

Short and relaxed. Then long with a smile.

ship sheep . e . o s s
AlllSAdULlazWDUAA1Y ANEDVETIILLAIUAITD
. Sit is quick. Seat is long.
sit seat s g g
sit du seat 912
Like 3, then 3.
fill feel e L
Kou d uadlu d
Like 9, then 9.
full fool L2
kUou @ uastlu @
Round your lips more for pool.
pull pool . yourps P
KournuIntudiKrsuA pool
Open your mouth wider for bad.
bed bad _Pen Your mot
91U1nndvdudiksum bad
Cut is short. Cart is long, and in British English the r is silent.
cut cart - A oL
cut du cart 910 uaztudutovavaguluoanidaw r
Heart is long: haaat, no r sound.
hat heart 2

heart axndgved lioanldov r

Practice: "Sit on the seat and feel the full pool"

Aawa: aduas=duuazend sit/seat, fill/feel, full/pool
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STRESS & RHYTHM

Stress, Rhythm and Questions

AISIULFOD DOKI: LlazAMsaIuAIIY

Thai uses tones: the pitch of each syllable changes the meaning. English uses stress instead: one syllable in
each word is stronger, longer and a little louder. Do not put Thai tones on English words. Thai speakers often put
the strong beat on the last syllable, but in English it is often at the start.

muwlnglddsseugnd szduidgvyovida:wgvAmMKkANUKUIgWagu udmusvagulgmsiduidgounu luudazma:z0wevAklva
KUAAJT 8121 Lazavaddnlios aghldrssaugndlngaviummusdvagy AulngdaiuweIvAgame wanmwdavaguladun
WgIAAUM

Word stress / aistduidgvium

Strong beat Tip

wevAnLiu 1A30du

Strong beat at the start.

photo PHO-to - .
WUWEIDALSA
pho-TOG-ra- The stress moves in a longer word.
photography e N
phy oMU dukuvmsiiuwasull
Not com-pu-TER.
computer com-PU-ter o compurTER _ .
WsWuwevAgame (Rpu-wa-10as)
Strong middle, soft ends.
banana ba-NA-na rongm s
WUWEIDANAT® WEIAKIMILUT
The -eris short and soft.
teacher TEA-cher i o s
-er Momduuaziun
Only two beats in British English.
chocolate CHOC-late el bl
AUgvdvNUIDAIFIVLIATDOWEIOA
This one is stressed at the end.
hotel ho-TEL s x
ATWUWeIAMeY
Strong beat at the start.
elephant EL-e-phant d

LUWEIOALSA

Sentence rhythm: in a sentence, the important words are strong and the small words (a, the, to, of, and) are quick
and weak. "l want to go to the park” sounds like "I WANT t' GO t' th' PARK".

Kd{uus:lon: MarAeydaanIdavkin ddumian o (a, the, to, of, and) a:waiSsuaziu wu I want to go to the park’ 2:Wv
Ikidou "I WANT t' GO t' th' PARK"

Questions: Thai makes a question with words like Tku or K3a. English often uses your voice. For yes/no questions,
the voice usually goes up at the end:"Is it red? ~". For questions with what, where, who or why, the voice usually
goes down: "Where is my bag? \"

British Learning Centre - Tricky English Sounds - English - Thai - 10



msamuau: muilnaldmoagn Thu" kda "wéa' INadvMMIU LAMWIdVAquTAlds:auIEsNAI8 MAULUUABU yes/no 1dav

Uan:iuaaume:'ls it red? 2" dumaiundududle what, where, who, why 1dgons:avaaume: "Where is my bag? \"

Question Voice

Fauy s:quidgvaaume
Do you like pizza? goes up /2
AEUYDUWEEIKL du ~

Can | go out? goes up 2
ryoanlUlalku du ~

What is your name? goes down
Aeudoo:ls av

Where do you live? goes down
LRIGELIGT av N

Practice: "Do you want a banana? What is on the computer?"

Wawa: Usslvausaidgviunaume Ustloanaavidevav uaztiu ba-NA-na, com-PU-ter
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EVERY DAY

Everyday Practice

WAnndu

A little practice every day works better than a long lesson once a week. Try this 5-minute routine at home.
Parents can join in: it is fun to practise together!

2

WnduazdannduldwadniSsuuu q dUarkazAso asvrAadas 5 Adndiu AUnasavARnd eAuld aunnigo:!

What to do

Fondovi

1 Mirror warm-up: say th, v, sh and z slowly. Check your tongue, teeth and lips.
>as8udwklnAsaA: wa th, v, sh ua: z 31 q gdhukuvau Wu ua:suillin

5 Pick one pairs table in this book. Read each pair aloud three times.
W@onmswAmKkUvmMsoIULEUT 91udantdevhazaiusau

3 Pair game: a parent says one word from a pair. The child points to the word they hear.
A JUansavwamKklvAmng IRdngAnlagu

4 Say the practice sentence from the chapter. Clap on the strong beats.
waus:lspdafsun uddsuliaasvnidudey

5 Record yourself on a phone. Listen back: can you hear every ending sound?
dadevaovadalnsAwn udarwodoukav ldauidevmemasunamiky

- Focus on one sound each week. Small steps are best.

Wafa:devlunda:auank Ao o AMdnaztadnga

- Read aloud for a few minutes every day: a school reading book is perfect.

o1udaaLdaviuazluaun GKuvdoaunnlsvisouilad

- Listen to British English: stories, songs and cartoons. Copy the rhythm, not only the words.

womwdvngudliovdavany 1wU Tnu wav LazAsSqu [@euLuuUdvKd: IlEuAmM

- Praise effort, not perfection. Every learner has an accent, and that is fine!

suAUwWeeU IdavkivAnuauysaiuuu naauldudovuavdiew uauulilyisavia

Your goal is not to sound British. Your goal is to be clear. Finish your words, use your tongue and lips, and
speak with confidence!

Whkunelitdmswalkkiiounudvnau udAsmswalkdawu sandavmafmikasu tdauuassudintkgaciukuy udsya
aghouul!
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